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stretched themselves in the shade, under the fly, as it
is called [or roof], of a large tent, beneath which the air
passed freely along, in consequence of the canvass
walls being removed. For my own part, I could hardly
detach myself for more than a few minutes at a time
from the temple, but wandered backwards and for-
wards, with a restless kind of impatience of my own
ignorance, which was rather aggravated than relieved
by the snatches of explanation won from more experi-
enced orientalises. During the whole time of dinner I
could think of nothing but the indistinct figures on the
dark walls which enclosed us on three sides; and I
stole away from table as soon as I could, to regale myself
with this antiquarian banquet, till the night closed in.
I then tried a walk in the open air, but felt the chill
land-wind breathing through the damp underwood
afford only a deceitful kind of refreshment which soon
passed away, and left my brow throbbing and feverish
with the intense excitement of the day. My com-
panions declared themselves sick of the cave; and as I
could talk of nothing else, I was no society for them,
nor they for me, so off I slipped very early to my cot,
spread in one of the little recesses already mentioned,
lying on the left or eastern side of the principal excava-
tion. Without taking off my clothes, I threw myself
down, and in the course of a few minutes, as I imagined,
fell asleep.

It is the fashion in India to burn a lamp in every
sleeping apartment; not a vulgar rushlight, enclosed
as in England, in a wretched case of perforated tin,
like a stable lantern, but a small bright flame rising
from a classical-shaped bronze vessel, worthy of Etruria,
filled with oil expressed either from the cocoanut or
the sesame", and as clear as crystal. What is the origin
of this oriental custom of burning a light in the bed-
chamber, I could never learn exactly. Some persons
allege that it affords a protection from the snakes which
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